
Shall Women Vote?
BY NELLIE PARKER HENSON

"Venl. vidi." Colonel Harvey can say,
tout he cannot add "vici," for he did
not "conquer:** Ho is a brilliant man,
iiut 'had no cose. Tlie little "grave¬
yard scene" to which l have referred
before was very pathetic, but it lnckcd
truth. He aid not know whose grave
it was tiiat had no stone: 3f a woman's.
It could not have had one Inscribed
"Died for her country." But there is
a case here in America at the battle
of Monmouth, N. in 17 7!>, where
Molly Pitcher took her wounded hus¬
band's place at the cannon and fought
through the rest of the battle. Thers
Is a "monument" to her on the old
battleground of Monmouth. So thG
"old argument" is here proven that
if we "fight" ^l>r °ur country we, too,ihay have a ."monument." But a wo¬
man j? not made anatomically to tight.The Amazons, a race of lighting wo¬
men, cut off their right breast because
it interfered with fighting. Wouldthe suffragettes be brave enough foithat? They still love their bodies as
much its other women, but if they do
the work of men, they will lose all
that's beautiful and womanly.Some one recently sent mo all theliterature of the "Equal Suffragejioague," and, i have read It conscien¬tiously, but i see nothing that makes
me dare to urge women to forsake the
old teachings. It's lawlessness, not
woman 1 incs s. J rend this in the Cen¬
tury some time ago: "In recent monthsintelligent women .haying at heart the
cause of winning for their sex actualparticipation in the making and ad¬ministration of laws, have mobbed,'members of the English cabinet and
conunItted other acts of lawlessness,which seems to prove that woman'ssuffrage öfters no guarantee of greaterpeace in the world or of larger ro-spoct for the main essential of publicsecurity."
Of all disgusting spectacle?. It is to

see a woman fighting in the publicstreets. With clothes torn from herbody, hair tumbling down and eyesbloodshot with rage, she unsexes her¬self and should be carried to Jail andhid from the eyes of all decont clti-cens. She cries; ..(live me liberty," butit's tho "liberty of death." Death todecency, death to children, death tohome and death to her souK Thowomen who attend so many meetingsare the ones whoso children '11 theyhave any) have to be cared for by theneighbors.
As for Professor Thomas, of Baltl-more, whose address the league has;> rnuod in full, saying that boys lov:!irtr mothers, but that their training"diminishes their respect for them."T cannot asreo. Our sons render usa homage that the world never gives.To them we are perfect, and their pure,Idealized love turns the most ordinarylooking' woman into a Madonna. It's

a known fact by people who see much<>f the sick And suffering tint, whenany terrible calamltv happens, in de¬lirium or when dying, that no matterhow old the man he- always cries out

for "mother!" She may hnve been
dead or separated from him for years,
but her name is written on Iiis heart.It's the only name in the English lan¬
guage that every man reveres.

Professor Thomas also says women
are classed with the other "non-vot¬ers"."children, the Insane and idiots."
We arc not afraid of being classed with
"idiots!" No man would marry an"idiot." and they are crazy to marrytho old-time, old-fashioned girl. Theprofessor also says; "Bad sanitationmeans dead children. In our cemeteriesthere are thousands of graves of chil¬dren slain by typhoid fever and otherpreventable diseases. Each little tomb¬stone is a mute argument for givingIne hallet to women, the natural do-fenders of childhood." I believe thatthe graveyard will be full of littleChildren it mothers have suffrage Youhave no idea what infinite care it takesto raise a delicate child, ,.and howtheir lives are saved more by the-mother's watchfulness than the doc¬tors medicine. They will die by thethousands of neglect. I often thinkwhen making the children's clothesdarning and mending, seeing aboutbaths, fresh clothes, that they taketonics when needed, rotting them readyfor Sunday school, superintending: les¬sons, music, etc.. who will see aboutthese when' "mothers" haven't time! Thechild's life and well being depend uponsome of these.
One editor said the other day thata 'child's manners, morals and char¬acter were formed in the home: notat college. As for disease being lesslotted by women, who found the serumlor typhoid fever? Man! Brave asJulius Caesar in lighting deadly germs'Who found the anti-toxin for diphthe¬ria'.' Man! Who taught us hygiene'.'Man! Therefore it seems such Insuf¬ferable conceit for women to shy theycan manage man's business better thanhe can. What woman would tolerate

n man in her kitchen, telling her whatshe must have and how she shouldcook it. or how to manage her ser-vniits and household? It's the "ego"that is troubling the age! Each womanthinks she is a shining light, burningwith "reform!" But sho h^d better belike the light In a lighthouse, far fromthe roaring waves, shining out wayabove them, sending out hope to thewanderer and the lost, showing themtho reefs and dangers of the ocean n.ndguiding them by her steady light safeto shore, if the light were not aboveIt would be useless: It would not beseen at any distance; then. too. thewaves would dash over it and thelight be quenched. Of what use arc we¬lt we do not "send out our light"':"You can do more good by beinggood than in any other way!" If everywoman In this community, particularlythose who believe in the "uplift."would cultivate kindness, radiate hap¬piness and sweetness, help the fallen
woman back to God, the fallen man
to self-respect and renewed hope,cheer UP the lonely ones around us,why, all these little questions would

. fade from their minds, and they would
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be happy, knowing they had made life
glad for others. Oh. women, though1
your light may be dim, do not despair!Polish up your lenses, keep your lightburning, for some storm-tossed soulIs looking for God's haven, and yourlight is the one by which lie Is steer¬ing.
What has suffrage done for women?In twenty States whero men are voterslaws have been passed limiting thehours that a woman mav bo employed,but in not one of the States where wo¬men vote is there a law restrictingthe hours of labor for women. Thlt

.was brought out in an argument onwoman's suffrage In Albany. RichardBarry says, too, that "in the twentyStates where women do not voto theworking hours for women have beenlimited. In Wyoming and Colorado.Utah and Idaho, where women hay*been voting for periods varying fromfourteen to forty-ono years, no lawshave been passed limiting the hoursof labor, except in the Stato of Col¬orado, where a law has been passedapplying to women who must (Standwhile at work.
".Iuvenile crime has increased in thecity of Denver during the last sevenof eight year3 greater than the' in¬

crease of such crime in any other cityof like size. Remember, the boy makesthe man! He found further that the
wages paid to women are actually lessin the States where the women votethan In the States where they are de¬nied the suffrage, probably due to thefact that more women have to work.
In Denver women called at headquar¬ters in droves during tho election, and
the average sum given them was 51 n.
Election day $17.000 was given women
in the different precincts."
This looks like improvement in our

body politic! The women who have
property are making ft cat's-paw of
tho working women. They argue "no
taxation without representation." The
poor woman has nothing to tax. so
she need not worry. It Is the same
In strikes. The leaders make all the
money, get all the benefits, while the
poor working men starve, carrying the
burden. Bich women may be to some
extent independent of men. for they
can hire "taxi's" to take them out at
night: hire men. if necessary, 1 reckon,
do as they please, and not be crltj.»cized, but the poor woman needs man's
help and his protection. Bisten! Heajt
von not the baying of the hound and
the rush of armed men as they sweep
by hunting the fugitive, whose crime
Is worse than murder? See yon broken¬
hearted mother left behind, clasping
her dving. dishonored child £o her
aching breast? It may be you! It may
be your child or sister! What fouoleven a mil'tant suffragette do here?
You have not man s strength! You are
not safe after dark! You cannot de¬
fend voursclf.-then why the State.
The only thing that keeps men who

Bre beasts under control is fear.the
knowledge that men will defend their
homes. Which would you prefer pro¬
tected, vour money or your honor.
But thev do protect our money also.
They know tar more about finance
than we. So beware how you tell
men what yon can do! Did you see
the account of a man who stoppen
supporting his wife, and when the
lodge asked "why." he promptly said
¦cause he was tired of hearing her

say
she

what suffrage could do and what
could do. so that he told her to

g.i on and do it.to support herself?
They compromised by the wife saying
she would not talk suffrage any more
and he said, then, be would supporther.
To me "suffrage" has never been a

question of "brains": it's who is fitted
for it. God made man and woman to
form n perfect whole. Man. with brawn
and sinews, anatomically perfect for
work; no organs to be endangered byIt. hut really benefited and developedby hard work. Woman, weak physjfälly, smaller hands, smaller feet, deli¬
cate and sweet. She has just what
man lacks, forming a perfect whole
The body has many parts, each with
its specific work. The eyes to see
the ear? to hear, the hands to work
the feet to walk. One cannot do the
work of tlie other. If any part Is affected, all parts feel it.are in sympa t hy. Each member just as important as the other. So it is with ourbody politic. God i* the head; men arethe patient hands and feet of serviceWomen are the heart upon which alldepends, sending the life blood throblung through tlvelr veins and givingthem tho impetus to work, to do theirdally tasks.
Man commands affairs, but womancommands man! Is a man's lot sucha happy one? The Emperor of Chinkeeps n cordon of soldiers aroundvolcano near the city to prevent younghighly educated men from jumpinginto the mouth of the crater. Why?f? life so sweet? In our Christiancountry, in Chicago. 1 read that theyhave passed a law which forces own¬ers to stretch screens across the sec¬ond story openings on all buildingshaving rotundas more than threestories In height to protect those onthe main floor from being struck bypersons making suicidal leaps. Doesthis look like the ideal life they wantwomen to live? With the cares ofhome and children ffor we will haveto keep these duties, too. if we areblessed with a home, will we not?)added to those of State and making aliving, will not the list of suicides In¬crease? Bich women may want moreemployment, but the poor have morethan enough now. Civic improvementIs the natural outgrowth of know¬ledge and refinement. This new coun¬try is waking up to the fact that thebeautiful helps people to be good.About six years ago the Bee Monu¬ment stood In an old field! Book atit now! Richmond is going ahead,and it's due to the public spiritedChamber of Commerce. The womenhave- happened Jo drop Into affairs ata favorable moment,have a "city beautiful

can be found.
In Paris men spend annually $90.000for trees alone, nurseries, etc. When

a

Men want to
' if the funds

the.horticultural experts found thatsoil was not rich enough for the dcvelopmenl of certain trees, thev put on ashallow top soil of rich earth andtrained the roots of the trees to growhorizontally instead of vertically. Ittakes money, and we need ours lustnow for substantial benefits. well-paved streets and pavements. Do vonrealize that half the men of the worldare but drudges? Men In the'minesscarcely ever see daylight, digging am:delving in danger of death, for In thi.icountry they believe very little in thsconservation of man. Their reward a|mere oittance for their families. Menin clerical oositlons are confined all dayear conductors, milk men. mechanic.*all drudging for their families. It iawonderful how men have voluntarilytaken upon their shoulders the burdenof life! Can't you see the army oftoilers limbing the hill of life? Cladin the khaki, dust-colored uniform ofservice; some misshapen and bent andgray, some with one arm, one leg. having b'.st them in our service, with bur¬dens so heavy, still plodding patientlyon until the arm grows weary thesteps faltering and the heart over¬taxed, ceases to beat. It's a brave arnwwith no thunder of guns or martialmusic; only the slow beat of the poortired heart. They have "fought thatight and God places the lAurelwreath upon their brow with "Welldone, good and faithful servant" Willwe tear it from them? We. for whomthey "fought, the fight"? so I say a'long as men and our government" pro-j tect us, we do not need suffrage Mami years ago we came near having an in-i ternatlonal complication because anAmerican woman was forcibly detainedin a harem in the East. Jf DU( t0 lhevote here the women would show thev- not want It. I have been asked toAnti-Suffrage League,'! but

d
for rh

I. 1 do not believe Women haveIn It.no business speaking In public placesto all sorts and conditions of men.
.i

1 1 r.°"r'1^!e by n brief resume ofu b.u suffrage will do for women. Itwill increase s ncides! Women beingunm for hard work. It will cause illhealth and delicate, probably deformedchildren. It will Increase Iuvenileet tine, for mothers won't have time toruin them. it. seems to me to haveincreased here already. Tt will notstop long hours of toil. Tt will makewomen disturbers of tho peace, settingan example of resistance to authorityIt will make women politicians, to belulled and to be bought: She winlose her politeness, refinement andyes, her beauty, and will. In the end'her purity. "Yon cannot tomb plteliwithout being defiled." Therefore, whatdoes it profit us If we coin the "ballot"and "lose our own aoukv"?
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"Patrician" has become a
household word in Richmond
and is rapidly winning the
patronage of discerning
women who have formerly
bought unknown, unbrailded
shoes.

q Be sure your
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"Just-as-good-shoes" cost consid¬
erably more than the popular stan¬
dard "Patrician'* prices.prices that
are maintained as a result of the
enormous "Patrician' . distribution.

1

Their fame has spread through the
thorough satisfaction which they give.
Their honest construction, their fit
and service have won for them a

strong place in the affections of
thousands of satisfied women, who
want an honest shoe at an honest
price.

Try a pair and become one of the
host of "Patrician" enthusiasts.
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